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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF
GIVING IN OUR COMMUNITY
What began as a conversation amongst community leaders wishing to build “a charitable community savings account” has evolved into an
organization that holds $15 million in assets on behalf of all residents of the Comox Valley and directs its resources to address the everchanging needs and priorities of our community.
Since our incorporation on April 29, 1996, and with the support of local families, businesses and organizations, the Comox Valley Community
Foundation has awarded more than $4.2 million to over 170 local organizations and 230 students in the form of grants and scholarships. These
dollars have provided programming and services in support of children and youth, seniors, the environment, arts and culture, adults with diverse
abilities, and our community’s most vulnerable residents, reaching all corners of our community from Black Creek to Hornby Island.
Read on to learn more about our work, the projects we have supported over the years and how you too can make a forever impact on your community…

GROWTH IN GRANTING –
FROM $23,000 TO $1 MILLION ANNUALLY
At the Comox Valley Community Foundation, our view of community is broad and
inclusive – and we provide grants to the widest possible range of organizations and
initiatives to reflect that perspective.
Grants were offered for the first time in 1998, when CVCF distributed $23,775 to 18
organizations, including the Comox Valley Marine Rescue, Comox Valley Transition
Society, Courtenay and District Museum, Old Church Theatre Society, Union Bay
Historical Society and YANA.
While many of the organizations have stayed the same, the needs and priorities have
changed with the times. Small equipment purchases have given way to operational
funding. Assisting organizations to keep the lights on, providing food, shelter and access
to care for our community’s most vulnerable residents, and assisting organizations to
adapt to the new pandemic reality have been our recent focus, with over $1 million in
grants distributed in support of these initiatives in the past year alone.

Habitat for Humanity Vancouver Island North Society
builds affordable housing for our community. In 2018,
a CVCF grant funded the purchase of a trailer to store
jobsite tools.

The Comox Valley Therapeutic Riding Society
received an inaugural grant in 1998 and has
continued to receive support over the years.

JOIN WITH US TO GROW OUR COMMUNITY FUND
The Comox Valley Community Foundation works with generous donors and supporters from all corners of our community to build a lasting legacy for our region.
During this anniversary year, we invite you to join with us to grow our Community Fund. The Community Fund offers the most flexibility to fund emerging
priorities and address needs as they change over time, while supporting a range of charitable interests. This pandemic has demonstrated just how valuable the
Community Fund is – allowing us to direct dollars where and when they are needed most.

Every gift matters. Whether you are an individual, family or local business, let’s come together as a community to raise $250,000.
To donate, please visit www.cvcfoundation.org/giving/make-a-donation
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DONOR-DRIVEN
The Comox Valley Community Foundation owes our 25-year history to our donors – the individuals, businesses and
organizations who chose and continue to choose to invest in their community for the long-term.
By March 31, 1997, 20 individuals and organizations had committed a minimum of $1,000 each to launch the Comox
Valley Community Foundation. These Founding Patrons and Donors established named funds or supported start up
requirements. By November of that same year, the number had grown to 36. Every gift made a difference, creating the
capacity to support the community for countless tomorrows.
For many of our donors, the decision to support CVCF is personal and multi-generational. They nurtured their
community during their lifetimes, committing their time and expertise to organizations and causes dear to them. And
they chose to continue that legacy of support through the Comox Valley Community Foundation.

George & Maudy Hobson attending the 1999 CVCF Gala

Maudy Hobson was a founding Board member, her husband George a former Mayor of Courtenay. Mr. and Mrs. Hobson
co-founded the Courtenay Recreational Association in 1946, were instrumental in establishing the Sid Williams Theatre,
and spearheaded the Comox Valley Summer Games. Whether supporting amateur sport or comforting the sick in
hospital and in their homes, Mr. and Mrs. Hobson worked diligently most of their lives to help improve the quality of life
for residents of the Comox Valley. Together, in 2003, they received the Sovereign’s Medal for Volunteers for their over
50 years of volunteer service. Their daughter Leslie King and her husband, John, continue that legacy of service, with
John having served as Director of the Comox Valley Community Foundation from 2000-2006. The George L. Hobson
Family Fund and Leslie and John King Fund were CVCF founding funds, both established in 1996.

John & Leslie King with Maudy Hobson,
attending the 2004 CVCF Gala

We salute and thank all of our donors – for it is you who
make all of our work possible.

Children play on a new outdoor play structure

CVCF grants allow Special Olympics athletes

at 4R’s Education, funded by a CVCF grant.

to participate in a variety of sports.

Hornby Island Educational Society’s Room to Grow
is a multi-use space and community asset. CVCF
was able to support building repairs and kitchen

Comox Valley Ground Search and Rescue
volunteers provide a valuable service to our
community, and CVCF is proud to have supported
the organization with several grants over the years.

upgrades in 2020 .

COMMUNITY FIRST
A group of 17 individuals led by Stan Hagen, representing a variety of interests and sectors
of the community, came together to establish the Comox Valley Community Foundation
as an independent, public foundation, supporting all charitable and not-for-profit
organizations in the Comox Valley. Our purpose has remained the same since:

•
•
•

Receiving bequests, gifts and donations
Investing and maintaining those funds for the overall benefit of our community
Distributing the income from those funds in support of charitable endeavours related to:

OUR COMMITMENT
As written in our very first annual report, the community foundation “offers the
timeless capacity to continually make a difference to our society, in ways that
will always keep pace with the times and the community’s needs.”
That remains our commitment to the residents of Comox Valley. As an
organization, we continue to grow and evolve so that we may best serve
our community and achieve our mission, which is to build resilience,
inspire and enrich life in our community forever.

• Supporting educational programs
• Promoting and advancing social, health and recreational programs contributing

FOR ALL OUR
LATEST NEWS
FOLLOW US ON

to the development of a healthy community

• Supporting and advancing awareness of community heritage and local culture
• Encouraging and supporting innovative approaches to community-based
management and stewardship of land, natural resources and the environment.
As our eyes and ears in the community, all
offering important perspectives and insights, we
thank our 17 founding Board members, as well
as the more than 70 additional members of our
community who have served on our Board over
the past 25 years, for putting community first.
Photo: Stan Hagen, CVCF’s founding President

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please call to learn more about the Comox Valley Community
Foundation and how you can contribute to enriching life in the
Comox Valley forever.

t: 250.338.8444

e: office@cvcfoundation.org

www.cvcfoundation.org

